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indexed. Not illustrated. 1884 Excerpt: .There is likewise a legitimate objection to be raised against the numerical
test, which is a special characteristic of the Utilitarian principle, everybody to count for one, nobody for more
than one. The reason and conscience of mankind are far from assenting to this uniform level of equality. Most
men share the opinion of that ancient Greek lecturer, who was consoled for the desertion of all his hearers but
one, when he observed that the remaining one was Plato. A fine tragedy of Calderon s, The Constant Prince,
deals with this very question, the value of a noble life in comparison with ordinary lives. The play turns on the
offer of an important city as ransom for a captive, who refuses to accept liberty on these terms, it concludes, in
the loftiest spirit of Spanish chivalry, with the acceptance of his dead body as an equivalent for the best of the
living prisoners on the other side. Nor is it only in romantic fiction that the rule of equality is felt to be
inapplicable. During the siege of Haarlem, in 1573, the daily allowance to the population was a pound of bread
to each man, and half a pound to each woman; and when William of Orange projected a desperate expedition
for the relief of the city, he was opposed by the general remonstrances of the other cities and of the soldiers
whom he was to lead. They would not consent that a life so precious,...
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