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Summary: "It"s rare to come across a realistic and readable book about personal finance. Most are laden with
rosy promises, followed by acronyms and turgid advice. Helaine Olen, a freelance journalist, offers an
exception with Pound Foolish. It's a take-no-prisoners examination of the ways she says we have been scared,
misled or bamboozled by those purporting to help us achieve financial security." The New York Times "Have
you ever met anyone who has grown rich just by saving? Probably not. But you may well have met someone
who has grown rich looking after other people's savings. That dark secret lies at the heart of 'Pound Foolish',
Helaine Olen's excellent book, a contemptuous expos of the American personal-finance industry." The
Economist "A cautionary tale that you need to read." The Washington Post "Dishy dirt on the 'financialization'
of American life and the hordes of carrion-pickers who swarm us in the hope of lifting still more dollars from
our pockets." Kirkus "This thought-provoking book alerts us to important issues in today's post-recession
economy." Booklist "A highly readable antidote to the snake oil of the personal finance industry. Suze Orman,
watch out!" GREG CRITSER , author of Fat Land "Wow, does personal financial advice need debunking. And
Helaine Olen does it like an old master. Clear, witty, takes no prisoners, and right as hell. Olen will wake you up.
There is no financial trick to make you rich." JEFF MADRICK , author of The Age of Greed and senior fellow at
the Roosevelt Institute "Helaine Olen explains in simple language why most Americans are never going to
understand the myriad complexities of investing and borrowing, leaving us all vulnerable to being ripped off in
oh so many ways....
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