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Southern Girl Press. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Paperback. 292 pages. Dimensions: 8.0in. x 5.0in. x
0.7in.The Fashoda crisis of 1898 was a confrontation between Britain and France over imperial control of the
Upper Nile valley. On the surface, the contested prize, a deserted and crumbling fortress on the Nile, appeared
to have little intrinsic significance. In fact, the crisis involved a range of larger and interrelated issues: quarrels
over imperial preponderance in Africa and the Nile valley, concerns over the stability of the Ottoman Empire,
and polemics over national honor. Little disagreement exists in historical literature about its significance as a
turning point in the relations between Britain and France. The crisis forced the resolution of the Egyptian and
Upper Nile questions and ultimately served as the catalyst to eventual rapprochement. The Entente Cordiale of
1904 proved to be the instrument that ended centuries of Anglo-French antagonism and contributed to the
formation of the Triple Entente. The crisis followed the meeting at Fashoda in mid-September 1898 between
Captain Jean-Baptiste Marchand and Colonel Herbert Kitchener, both under orders to claim the region on
behalf of their governments. For four months, the dispute brought France and Britain near the brink of war.
British Prime Minister Lord Salisbury and French Foreign M inister Thophile Delcass stood At the heart of the
negotiations to resolve the crisis. This work focuses on the role of Sir Edmund John Monson, British
ambassador to France. Much of the historical scholarship concentrates on the policies of Salisbury and Delcass
and provides a limited assessment of Monsons role during the negotiations. Furthermore, most of these works
ignore crucial domestic considerationsmost significantly, the Dreyfus Affair that altered the setting in which the
negotiations were to be conducted. Throughout the crisis, the French temper grew more explosive and more
unpredictable. As...
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