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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The Mericans at Home: Byeways, Backwoods, and Prairies
This work is designed as a companion to Traits of American Humour. The sketches it contains are confined, as
expressed in the title-page, to the Byeways, Backwoods, and Prairies. The large cities and vast rivers and
railroads of the United States arc not only well known to all tourists, but to the reading public generally.
Unfortunately travellers, on account of the facility, safety, and comfort of transit, confine themselves to the
great public thoroughfares, whereby they add but little to the stock of information they previously possessed.
The peculiarities of the people, their modes of thinking, living, and acting, arc principally to be sought for in the
rural districts, where unrestrained freedom of action, and the incidents and requirements of a forest life,
encourage and give room for the development of character in its fullest extent. The populous towns are so
similar in their general aspect and structure that a description of any one city will commonly be found
applicable in the main to every other in the same State. Age, gradual or premature, is apparent in all. The
people have become homogeneous. Staid and settled habits have superseded the foreign modes introduced by
a heterogeneous mass of emigrants, and the bustle of building and settling has given place to the indispensable
cares and duties of life. Collision soon wears o@ angularity, the surface is rendered smooth, and a certain
degree of polish, according to the texture of the materials, is the natural result. Society has its conventional
rules, which it rigidly enforces. Hence in every community men dress alike, think alike, and act alike, except in
much...
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