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illustrated. 1882 edition. Excerpt: . . . the most gifted and highly endowed are often the most sensitive and
capable of impressions. It is the design of the play to excite the emotions and raise the passions, and if in any
case it fails, it must be because the actors have over estimated the intelligence and capacities of the audience. A
good listener, like a good actor, must enter into the spirit of the piece, follow the actor in his feelings, passions,
and sentiments, and for the time by the power of his imagination transform fiction into reality. He is a dull,
stupid, soulless fellow, who looks upon the scenes of the stage with no kindling feelings or rising passions. One
has forcibly said of the stage: Wickedness is made to give amusement. Lying, drunkenness, and adultery are
made a cause of sport and the occasion of hilarity, and crimes that would call down the wrath of God on their
perpetrators are systematically made to provoke laughter. Laughing at crime is a mild way of taking in its
infection, and a sure approach to a reconciliation and lasting friendship with it. If two people who have long
been bitter enemies can be brought to indulge in a hearty laugh together, what remains necessary to a
reconciliation will be easily disposed of. An uncorrupted mind has only scorn for vice, and is already fallen in
feeling when it consents to laugh at it. This silent, insensible, indirect influence is one of the...
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